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REPORT. 



The Committee^ in making their report, think it right to state to 
the Society, that what they now offer ought not to be considered as a descrip- 
tion of a// the noted gardens of the vicinity of the cit)^; on the contrary, they 
fdve it only as a report in part of the present situation of our horticulture. 
The extreme heat of last July, and length of time occupied in viewing 
those grounds which they have attempted to describe in the following sheets, 
prevented them from inspecting those extensive vegetable gardens, which 
supply so abundantly the markets of Philadelphia, ft must be the business 
ofanother committee, at some more favouraole time, to report upon those 
numerous establishments, where Leguminous plants of every kind are so 
copiously and so successfully cultivated. Meantime we proceed to lay 
bemre tne society the result of our survey; premising that we are greatly 
indebted to an able gardener, Mr. Buist, for his industry, constant attend- 
ance, and intelligence, in noting on the spot, whatever seemed worthy of 
the society's attention. With these introductory remarks, we submit the fol- 
lowing account of our labours. 
The first place we visited was the seat of 

SAMUEL BRECK, called SWEET-BRIAR. 

The house was built by the present owner about thirtv-thrce vear ago, 
and is prettily situated on the west bank of the Schuylkill. Mr. Breck 
has a green-house, fifty-four feet front, for the preservation of orange, 
lemon, citron, and other tropical trees now on his place, and which are in 
good order and in fine bearm^. The garden has been made at con^dera- 
ble expense, and may contain, mcluding the plant yard and shrubbery, about 
two acres. Around the house and through the pleasure grounds, we saw 
many fine Weymouth pines (Pinus strobus), the Tilia, the Liriodendroo. 
the Acer, the Cephalanthus, &c. planted by Mr. Breck about thirty yean 
ago, and of course producing ample shade. Mr. Breck has likewise ao 
English Oak of the same age, raised by him from an acorn, taken from 
a tree imported, as he thinks, by the late William Hamilton, of the 
Woodlands — it thrives welL Mr. Breck has taken considerable pains wi^ 
a hedge of white hawthorn (Cratsgus), which he planted in 1810, and 
caused to be plashed, stalked, and dressed last spring bv two Englishmen, 
who understood the business well. Yet he apprehends the whole of the 
plants will gradually decay, and oblige him to substitute a post and rail 
fence. Almost every attempt to cultivate a live fence in the neighbourhood 
of Philadelphia seems to h^ve failed. The foliage disappears in August, and 
the plant itself is short lived in our climate. Several native lime tree 
(Tilia Americana and Tilia Eurqpsea) are planted along the avenue, exhibit- 
ing a remarkable difference in appearance; the first retaining its foliage ii 
fuU vigour until the 15th of October, whilst the latter sheds its leaves a 
early as the 10th of August, and some years even in July. 

MR. RHOADES' NURSERY^ AT HADDINGTON. 

From Mr. Breck's the committee went to Haddington, about six mile 
from town, where Mr. RHO ADES has a well stocked Nursery, consistin| 
chiefly of fruit and forest trees. There are five acres cultivated for tha 
purpose. Mr. R. computes his stock at one hundred thousand saleabfc 
trees. He grafts a good deal, which he preferl^ to budding or inoculation 
His success has been great thb season^ and some of the young scions show 
to us were three feet nigh, not one of twenty failing. The fruit trees ar 
apples, pears, peaches, apricots, plums, &c 

Connected with this large nursery is a very fine Orchard of fifteen acre 
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in full bearing. The fiiiit is converted into vinegar, which Mr. R. con- ^ 
aiders more profitable than cider. 

SEAT OF MR* J. B. SMITH. r 

Very near Haddington, stands the seat of Mr. J. B. SMITH. Mr. S. b^ 
distinguished as an amateur horticulturist and botanist, especially in tro-'t 
«ical plants, the collection of which is the most select in Pennsylrania^ 
Cultivated with tlie greatest care by his own hands, they are in a state oi 
perfection; and regardless of cost in the purchase of splendid specimens of 
rare plants, his hot and green houses display extraordinary taste and betuty ^ 

We observed the Banana tree of the West Indies (Musa paradisiaca) ins 
fine flower — a treat that we had never realized before. It promises to bead 
plenty of fruit. It is about ten feet high, planted in the hot house, and show^ 
to what perfection trees of the most delicate nature can be brought by judi'-^ 
cious treatment. Among other celebrated plants in Mr. Smith's collection^ 
we saw the Bread-fruit tree. Gum-elastic tree. Cinnamon tree. Camphor 
tree. Mango tree. Mahogany tree, and the moving plant, always in ac« 
tion, as if endowed, with volition. Here is also to be seen the Zebra plant 
(Calathea zebrina), unrivalled for size in the Union, and possessed or the 
most beautiful foliage; and the Screw Pine (Pandanus utilis), a magnificent 
vegetable production, growing in its native soil to an immense height, 
and setting out from the stem towards the ground large prongs, to support 
its heavy top. 

In short, here are about 350 different species of the most uncommon 
kind; among them is the Cactus grandiflorus, one flower of which Mr. Smith 
showed us, that he had preserved in spirits of wine, a length of time be- 
yond its usual period of blooming, and in all its frashness and beauty, and 
unchanged in appearance, except the exterior part ot the corolla, which 
had turned to a straw colour. 

The green house is 31 feet by 16, and the hot house 27 by 14, both built in 
the very best stjrle. The garden and shrubbeiy well laid out, and kept in 
good order. The Grcville Rose, flowered here last year, being the first 
ever known to have blown in Pennsylvania. 

For watering the plants, Mr. Smith is erecting a steam engine of two 
horse power, that will raise the water 25 feet to a large cistern of 140() gal- 
lons; irom which it can be used in any part of the garden. He expects, 
moreover, to he?.t the hot house in the coldest weather, in a suitable man- 
ner, by the steam of this engine.* 

Mr. Smith's collection of Camellias is extensive. He owns ofie plant of 
the single white, that is more than 7i feet high, and is perhaps the largest 
of any imported into the United States. 

' It is with pride and pleasure that the committee are able, from the above 
description, to avouch a great and growing taste for botanv, while the cul- 
tivation of the kitchen garden, and new and useful vegetables, seems here 
and elsewhere, as they will show presently, to be closely associated in its 
success to that of the rare and exotic plants. Mr. Smith's vegetable gar- 
den contains one acre, and is richly stocked, and well attended. 

BARTRAM'S BOTANIC GARDEN AND NURSERY. 

Robert Carr, Proprietor. 

This garden is situated on the west bank of the Schuylkill, about four 
miles from Philadelphia. It was. established as early as 1720, by that great 
vegetable naturalist, John Bartram the elder, at a time when nothing of 
the kind existed in the then Colonies, except Dr. Clayton's in Virginia. 
Here are concentrated very many of the indigenous plants and trees of 
North America; and in greater profusion, perhaps, than can be found else- 
where. Mr. Bartram and liis son were industriously employed in making 
this collection for 110 years; so that in reference to out door plants, it must 
necessarily stand unrivalled. The present owner is likewise adding annu 

* Since our visit we learn, that it has been tried and answers perfectly. 
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ally and extensively; and the committee consider his garden and grounds a 
lich deposit of the American Flora, From this nursery, many Uiousands 
of plants and seeds are exported every season to Europe and South. Ameri- 
ca. It is computed that there are 2000 species of bur native productions^ 
contained in a space of six acres. Plants of every size are to be seen here, 
from the minutest Marchantia to the loftiest Cypress. One of these (Cu- 
pressus disticha) is about 113 feet hieh, 25 feet m circumference, and 91 ' 
years old. A voung Norway Spruce, of 80 feet, stands close by; and also one 
of our native Magnolias ^acuminata), of the same height Here too is the 
Kentucky Coffee tree — ^the Acacia Julibrissin, so beautiful in flower, and 
graceful in form — ^the Fly-catcher (Dionsa muscipula), &c. 

On the south of the garden is a field of three acres, preparing for a vine- 
yard» as an addition to the one already planted. Mr. Carr has 145 sorts of 
grapes, and has produced very good wine for some years past. 

The exotic department of this establishment is also very rich, consisting of 
900 varieties, besides a splendid collection of more than 800 Camellias, con- 
taining 3& sorts. The green and hot houses are 196 feet long, and much 
framing is in use. The largest Sago Palm that we have ever seen is here; 
the circumference of the {olia|;e is 22 feet, and of the stem 3 feet 4 inches. 
Some beauUful species of tropical productions may be enumerated; such 
as the Euphorbia heterophylla, with its lar^e scarlet flowers, Zamias, Pan- 
danus, Maranta, Ficus, and a Testudinana elephantipes, supposed to be 
150 years old; some curious species of Cactus, lately received from Mexico— 
these last are astonishing : productions, and new to us. A Lemon tree* 
from seed, is worthy of notice, on account of its easy prop^ation. 

Mr.Carr's fruit nursery has been greatly improved, and will be enlarged 
next spring to twelve acres— its present size is eight. The trees are ar- 
rangea in systematical order, and the walks well gravelled. The whole is 
abundantly stocked, from the seed bed to the tree. Hei^ are to be found 
113 varieties of apples, 72 of pears, 22 of cherries, 17 of apricots, 45 of 
plums, 39 of peaches, 5 of nectarines, 3 of almonds, 6 of quinces, 5 of mulber- 
ries, 6 of ra^berries, 6 of currants, 5 of filberts, 8 of walnuts, 6 of strawber- 
ries, and 2 of medlars. The stock, considered according to its growth, 
has in the first class of ornamental trees, esteemed for their foliage, flow- 
ers, or fruit, 76 sorts; of the second class 56 sorts; ot the third class 120 
sorts; of ornamental evergreens 52 sorts; of vines and creepers, for covering 
walls and arbours, 35 sorts; of honey suckles 30 sorts; and ofroses 80 varieties. 

Mr. Carr, who deserves so much credit for the classification of his nur- 
sery, is no less entiUed to praise for the admirable order in which his 
tool-house Is kept; a place that in most gardens, instead of possessing regu- 
larity, is made a mere lumber room. This applies likewise to the seed room, 
where the best method is preserved, in putting up our native seeds. That 
apartment, moreover, contains a library of 400 volumes, in which are all 
the late works on Botany and Horticulture. 

THOMAS HIBBERT'S EXOTIC NURSERY. 

On the 14th of July the committee visited Mr. Hibbert's establishment, 
in Thirteenth st. below Lombard. It was commenced seven years ago, with 
only one small green house, and such has been the rapid increase of hor- 
ticultural taste, particularly in ornamental gardening, in Philadelphia 
and its vidnty, tnat Mr. fi[ibbert has found it necessary to erect green 
and hot houses to the extent of 321 feet! some of them 27 feet wide; and 
. these are found much too small to supply the increasing demand! 
- Here is a large stock of ornamental plants and flowers, among which 
are 2000 Camellias, consisting of 34 varieties. 

No person in America, we l^lieve, can compare with Mr. Hibbert for 
success and industry in diffusing that beautiful rose. By forcing hand glass- 
es, his mode of propagation is uncommonly sure and quick. 

There is in preparation from this place a work on Floriculture by Hibbert 
& Buist, to be entitled TTie American Flower Garden, it will contain di- 
rections for every month in the year, of work to be done in the Flower Gar- 
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den, hot house, green house, and rooms; with the nature of the soils ant 
situations, best adapted for the growing of the plants in these departments! 
with times and seasons for transplanting. 

NURSERIES OF D. & C. LANDRETH. 

lliese extensive grounds are on 'Federal street, near the ArsenaL They 
were first cultivated 41 years aeo, and have been well kept up ever since. 
The earliest collection of Camellias was made here. Some of those now in 
the possession of those distinguished nursery men, are ten feet high. They 
have 25 sorts; two of them are seedlings in high estimation. The selection 
of green house plants invaluable and extensive, consisting among many 
others of the Rhododendron arboreum, 7i feet high, bearing rich crimson 
flowers; the Erythrina cristagalli— conspicuous m the Papilionaceous tribe, 
and bearing for the second time this season a profusion of flowers; the 
Strelitzia reginx, with its curious form and elegantly contrasted flowers; 
the Corrsea speciosa, &c. Different species oi the genus Citrus consistine 
of the Orange, Lemon, Citron, Shaddock, &c. are in good order, and 
covered with fruit. The green houses are 132 feet long, to i/hich is added 
a room 40 feet long by 20 broad, and extensive glass framings for keeping 
plants. Adjoining the mansion house are some handsome evergreen hedg- 
es of Arborvits, (Thuja occidentalis and orientalis,) some of them are well 
grown, although only three years planted. . ■ 

In the nurseries we saw a great many Magnolias, of which there are no 
less than 13 distinct species and 3 varieties. . One plant of the grandiflora is 
20 feet high and in full bloom. Here are likewise the cordata 50 feet high; a 
beautiful elliptica in flower, and a magificent specimen, 18 feet high, of 
the conspicua;the curious Osage Orange, that retains its lucid fdiage long- 
er than any other deciduous tree; a very large Virgilia lutea; the Gordo- 
nia pubescens. The Carolina snow drop tree; a beautiful bush 8 feet high, 
of the Clethra acuminata; the Andromeda arborea; varieties of red, yellow 
and white Azaleas; fine Hydrangeas planted in the open ground many 
years back, some of which are 4 teet high and 22 in circumference, with 
about 200 flowers. One flower measured 12 inches in diameter. It is thus 
proved, that with a little protection, this shrub will stand our winters in 
the open ground; a large bush ot the Pyrus Japonica, more than 20 feet 
round, also stands the winter well. 

The nurseries are all very correctly; managed, and cover 40 acres, sup- 
plying every partof theumon; a detail of Which would occupy too much 
of our space; we therefore content ourselves with stating that the stock is 
very feirge, and in every stage of j^wth, consisting of forest and orna- 
mental trees, shrubs, evergreens, vmes and creepers, with a collection of 
herbaceous plants; fruit trees of the best kind, and most healthy condition; 
large beds of seedling apples, pears, plums, &c. stocks for budding and 
grafting; a plan very superior to that of working upon suckers, which carry 
with them mto the graft all the diseases of the parent stock. In these grounds 
are to be seen in the spring the most beautiful Hyacinths in the country, 
consisting of 50 different sorts of the double kind. Garden seeds of the finest 
quality have been scattered over the country from these grounds, and 
may alwa^^s be depended upon. The seed establishment of these Horti- 
culturists is one of the most extensive, in the Union, and its reputation is 
well sustained from year to year. 

To obviate the chance of mixture of the farina of plants of the same fam« 
iiy, theyhave established another nursery, at a suitaole distance, so that de- 
generation cannot take place, and which secures to purchasers "a genuine 
article." Knowing thus the age, quality, and process of culture of every 

Slant, the supply from their grounds is recommended with great confi- 
ence. When properly assorted and labelled, the seeds are sold at their 
warehouse. No. 85 Chesnut street, where mav be had likewise all kinds 
of garden tools and publications on litany. Horticulture, Landscape and 
Decorative gardening. 
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MR. PARKER'S BOTANIC GARDEN. 

^This is a public garden, containing 14 acres; and stands b^ween Ninth 
and Tenth streets, in Love Lane. Green house plants suitable for the 
Philadelphia market, are cultivated here. 

Among these and the hot house plants, we observed a very large Olea fra- 
grans, ssud to be used by the Chinese to flavor the tea leaf. Green house 33 
feet long and hot house 27. The garden is in good order, the walks neatly 
cut and rolled, and the bulbous plot well laid out. The Corchorus or 
Keriia Japonica^ has attained here in the open air, a height of 14 feet. It 
is a beautuiil slmib, and perfectly acclimated in our gardens. 

Some box trees are trimmed vrith great art,so as to form globes, diamonds 
and spears» Mr. Parker has 180 sorts of single tulips, besides many other 
bulbous roots, and amone his fruit trees a plum — a natural bearer--excel- 
lent for preserving. The suckers male better plants, he says^ than 
those that have been worked. Mr. P's. nursery is well stocked with 35 
sorts of i>lums, 52 of apples, 33 of peaches, 36 of pears, 9 of apricots, 4 
of Nectarines, and some herbaceous plants. 

LEMON HILL, ESTATE OF HENRY PRATT. 

This beautiful garden, so creditable to the owner, and even to the city of 
Philadelphia, is kept in perfect order at a ^;reat expense. Few strangers 
omit paying it a visit, a gratification which is afforded to them in the most 
liberiQ manner by the proprietor. Nor can any person of taste, contemplate 
the various charms of this nighly improved spot, without being in rapture 
with the loveliness of nature — every where around him, so chastely 
adorned by the hand of man. 

Undoubtedly this is the best kept garden in Pennsylvania, and when' as* 
sodated with the green and hot hsuse department, may be pronounced un- 
rivalled in the Union. The gravel walks, espaliers, plants, shrubs^ 
mounds* and grass plots, are dressed periodically and minutely. 

Much particularity cannot be expected in a paper of the nature of our re- 
port; at least not so detailed a description as would do justice to the place. 
We shall therefore be constrained^ to abridge our observations, and look to 
others, at a future time, for a more circumstantial account. 

Along the walks, the flower borders are interspersed with Thunbernas, 
Eccremocarpus, Chelones, Mimosas, &c The Laurustinus, Sweet Bay, 
English Laurel, Rosemary, Chinese privet. Myrtle, Tree Sage and South 
Sea Tea, stand among them, and bear the winter with a litUe straw co- 
vering. Even the Verbena triphylla, or Aloysia citriodora, has survived 
through our cold season in Mr. rratt's city garden; seven of these plants 
are evergreens, and if they become inured to our climate, they will add 
greatly to our ornamental shrubH. 

The treasures contained in the hot and green houses are numerous. 
Besides a very fine collection of Orange, Lemon, Lime, Citron, Shaddock, 
Bergamot, Pomgranate and Fig trees in excellent condition and full of fruit, 
wc notice with admiration the many thousand of exotics to which Mr. Pratt is 
annually adding. The most conspicuous among these, are the Tea tree; 
the Coffee tree— loaded with fruit; the Sugar cane; the Pepper tree; Ba- 
nana, Plantain, Guava, Cherimolia, Ficus, Mango, the Cacti in great splen- 
dour, some 14 feet high, and a gigantic Euphorbia trigonia, 19 years old, 
and 13 feet high. The green houses are 220 feet long by 16 broad; exhibit- 
mg the finest ^nge of glass for the fireacrvation offiiantt, on this conti- 
nent , 

Colonel Perkins, near Boston, has it is true a grapery and peach es- 
palier, protected by 330 feet of glass, yet as there are neither flues nor fo- 
reign plants in them, they cannot properly be called green houses, whereas 
Mr. Pratt's arc furnished with the rarest productions of every clhne, so 
that the committee place the conservatory ot Lemon Hill at the very head 
of all similar establishments in this country. 
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There arc some pretty bowers, summer houses, ^ttos and fish ponds 
in this garden— the latter well stored with gold and silver fish. The man- 
sion house is capacious and modem, and the prospects, on all sides, ex- 
tremely beautiful. In landscape gardening, water and wood are indispen- 
sable for picturesque effect; and here they are found distributed in just pro* 
portions with hill and lawn and buildings of architectural beauty, the whole 
scene is cheerfully animated by the brisk commerce of the river, and con- 
stant movement in the busy neighbourhood of Fairmount, 

An engine for raising water to the plsint houses, \t sometimes put in opc- 
ration. Mr. Pratt placed it here at a cost of three thousand dollars. The 
vegetable garden is well kept and is of suitable size. For many years the 
chief gardener was assisted by eleven or twelve labourers; he now employs 
only six, probably owing to the finished condition to which the proprietor 
has brought his grounds. The whole plot may contain about 20 acres; 
Mr. Pratt has owned it 30 years or more The superintendent aided by the 
liberal spirit of that gentleman, conducts his business with skill and neat- 
ncM, and may challenge any garden for minute excellence or general ef- 
fect. - . - 

MR. A. D'ARRAS' PUBLIC GARDEN. 

' This fine garden is between 2d and Sd" from Schuylkill, and Arch 
and Race streets. It contains 6 acres, and is the largest public garden 
about the city. Here may be seen part of the celebrated collection of 
plants that formerly belonged to William Hamilton, of the Woodlands, and 
now the property of Mr. D'Arras. That collection once contained nine thou- 
sand different species. 

Mr. D'Arras, who is a scientific gardener, and a man of taste, has put 
his grounds in appropriate order, and exhibits his plants to great advantage, 
and in high cultivation. The following have attained the height of trees: 
Casuarina, Melaleuca, Pterospermum, Dillenia, Ficus — (among which 
is the elastica, or Indian -rubber-tree,) Loquat, Guava, Mango, Eugenia, 
Eucalyptus, and the Mvrtus Pimento, or pimento officinalis (Alspice,) 
wh^ch is 14 feet high, and has a .beautiful head. This last tree is estimat- 
at one hundred dollars, l^ere are several other specimens almost as valu- 
able. Among Mr. D'Arras* plants, is the finest collection of New Holland 
productions that we have seen in this neighbourhood. The green and hot 
houses are 140 feet long; and a large quantity of framing is in use for ear- 
ly vegetables, 

JOHN M'ARRAN'S BOTANIC GARDEN AND NURSERY. 

This is another public garden, lying between Filbert and Arch, and 5th 
and 6th streets from Schuylkill, It was begun by Mr. M'Arran, about ten 
years a^, and contains four acres. By good management, much expense and 
labour, it has been brought to its present state of cultivation, in that short 
space of time; and now affords abundant shade, and a beautiful display of 
snrubs and herbaceous plants. The walks are gravelled and weU kept. 
The collection of green house trees is large and well selected; and the 
same may be said of the plants in general. Here are the Laurus, Stercu- 
lia, Cycas, Sparmannia, Viburnum, and Echium — ^the towering candicans 
flowered here this season, showing 300 flowers; and the night bloom- 
ing Cereus was in its flowering stage, at the period of our visit Mr. M'Ar- 
ran has successfully preserved this flower in blow, by adopting Mr. J. B. 
Smith's method. The green house, 102 feet long, is built with taste. The 
nursery of fruit and ornamental trees, is in fine condition. 

The Museum belonging to this establishment is worthy of particular at- 
tenUon, and is rich in the three kingdoms. A small Aviary and Apiary are 
attached to the museum. 

. To Mr. M*Arran's science and taste, as a landscape gardener, Mr. Pratt 
is mainly indebted for the decorations of Lemon-hill. 
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MR. EDWARD COLEMAN, ARCH STREET. 

' This is a very pretty town garden, ornamented with a variety of beau- 
tiful cUmbing plants, trees and shrubs, and some herbaceous plants. There 
is a small green house, with some choice productions; among these a ve- 
ry large Cactus flagelliformis, and the largest Cookia punctata, or Warn* 
pee tree of China, that is known on this side of the Atlantic — and fine 
orange and lemon trees, Camellias, 8cc. His apncots bore abundantly, owing 
no doubt to the shelter of the town. The walks are ver}' neatly kept and 
well laid down, and are strong indications of good taste in Mr. Coleman, 
for the pursuits which engage the attention of the Sodety. 

MR. J. HART, VINE ABOVE SIXTH. 

This gentleman is the owner of the admired Greville Rose. We viewed 

it with astonishment. Such is its extent and rapid growth, that in three years 

it covered an area of 200 square feet. Mr. Hart told us that the pronision 

of flowers borne by it was mcredible; some of the clusters having above 

20 flowers, exhibitmg from 12 to 15 colours. One cannot exaggerate, we 

. think, the beauty of this rose, which must be a wonder and an ornament in 

any garden. 

Mr. Hart has a very large Tea Rose in the garden, that withstood the 

,3' fix)st of last winter, protected simply by a barret 

» MR- J. LONGSTRETH, ARCH STREET. 

Mr» L. is one of our earliest city Amateurs. His green house was, next 
to the late professor Barton's, the first erected in Philadelphia. Mr. L's 
was the second, and has been kept up by him in fine order, for several 
years. He loves Botany — to use his own language, * there is a fascinating 
charm about the cultivation of plants.** His collection exhibits fine Orange, 
Lemon, Citron, Shaddock and Bergamot trees, with several good Camel- 
lias and other plants suitable for a green house. The finest specimen of 
Cactus octangularis that we have seen is here; three stems have 
grovn to the amazing height of 12 feet, and bear an abundance of flow- 
ers. A leaf of the Arum esculentum measured in circumference 9 feet; a 
splendid Fig-tree measured 10 feet across the branches, and is loaded with 
fruit It stands out all winter, with a little protection. The grapes promise 
a good crop; and the garden is laid out with taste, and kept in fine order» 
with beautifully trained rose bushes, of several varieties, cultivated with 
great care. 

MR- GEORGE PEPPER, CHESTNUT STREET. 

This garden is a picture of good taste and science. The ereen house (the 
first ever built in Philadelphia, and erected by the late professor Barton) is 
% 38 feet by 18, and is kept, together with a small hot house, in excellent or- 

der. 

The best private collection of Camellias is here, consisting of 28 varie- 
ties. The whole number of plants cultivated in Mr. Pepper's town gar* 
^ den is about 2500; most of them rare, select and very fine productions. The 

first specimen of the Magnolia conspicua that was brought to this neigh- 
bourhood, was procured for this green house, together with a very fine 
Mandarine Orange: they are both Chinese plants: the former bears hua- 
dreds of flowers, and the otiier is full of fine fruit A plant of the Yucca 
. arborea, about 10 feet high, was in perfect flower. The flower stalk 2^ 
feet hi^h, and nearly covered with 200 flowers, of an almost pure white. 
,Here is an excellent specimen of Magnolia pumila, 4 feet high% The 
Cactus grandiflorus, flowered here this season in a remarkable manners 
I five flowers opened on one plant, and on the same night; Here are five 

j plants of Ficus, among which are the Bengalensis, elastica and relijdosa;, 

l&ewisethe Marantas, Kcempferia, latropha, Ornitho^um aureum,^ Uille^^ 
) ,. nift^eciosa. Piper nigrum, Chinese Azaleas; aspeamen of Latania Boc-« 
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bonica, or Bourbon palm» the only one in a private coUectioa in the union* 
having been discovered but >a few years ago in China* and is a very hand- 
some palm; a noble Cycas revoluta, 6cc. The green house plants are ar- 
• ranged with great taste, and superintended by a practical gardener, whose 
plants, by tlieir very healthy appearance, do him much credit. 
Mr. Pepper's grapery is in good bearing* and well attended. 

COUNTRY SEAT OF MR. J. LONGSTRETH. 

On Turner's Lane. 

This was lately the country readence of Mr. Edward TCompson* and 
was well stocked with East India and Chinese plants. The Myrtus to- 
mentosa,. and many fine Orange and Lemon trees, imported by Mr. 
Thompson, were latelv sold by auction, and are now dispersed over the 
country. The green nouse is 90 feet by 17 — ^built on a fine plan. In the 
hands of its present proprietor, its empty benches will, we hope, be again 
filled, in ouantity ana quality equal to tne last collection. The garden is 
small, ana well stored with vegetables; the walks round the mansion house 
are kept clean, and bordered on each side with the Hydrangea hortensis of 
various colours. We were shown a lot of excellent Carrots intended for 
cows. This is a very good winter fodder, and colours butter as well as 
grass. This vegetable agrees remarkably well with our climate, and might 
be advantageously cultivated for horses as weU as cows. On a deep light 
soil, plough deep,* harrow well before sowing — sow in drills and norse- 
hoe to keep down the weeds. Thus managed they will make a good 
return for man and beast. 

MRS. M'MAHON'S NURSERY, &c. 

Mrs. M'Mahon's Garden is about 3 miles north of Philadelphia. It con- 
tdns a green house 60 feet long and calculated to hold a great many plants. 
The collection is good. The establishment is 19 years old, and was found- 
ed by that enterprising and distinguished horticulturist, Mr. B. M'Mahon, 
husband of the present proprietor. 

Here is the largest Portlandia that we have seen, and a good selection of 
the succulent family, with many Oranges, Lemons, Shaddocks, &c. and 
splendid Magnolias; the macrophylla, grandiflora, &c. A very large tree 
of Madura aurantiaca, or Osage orange; a highly ornamental tree, with 
bright green foliage, and standing longer in the fall than any other of the de- 
ciduous tribe. It bears a large green fruit, not unlike an orange. We 
think Mr. M. was the first to introduce this tree amongst us; Here we saw 
an uncommon large shrub of the Lonicera Tartarica, or Tartarian Honey- 
suckle; it is 20 feet in diameter, and high in proportion. 

The ground contains about 20 acres, distributed in nursery stock and 
growing vegetable seeds. 

Those two beautiful shrubs, the Symphoria racemosa,and Ribes aureum, 
were propagated in this nursery, before any other in our vicinity; and this 
was the case too with many other shrubs and trees. Of European trees 
there are several valuable specimens, such as the Fraxinus, Tilia, Ulmus, 
Fagus, Betula, Carpinus, Platanus and Pinus. On these grounds are ponds 
wdU stocked with beautiful fish and water plants; among these last is the 
Nymphsa odorata, with its showy white flowers, yellow anthers and 
sweet fragrance. 

Mr. M'Mahon was an indefatigable arborist, and his garden now exhibits 
a row of native oaks,planted b^ him, containing 30 varieties; being all the 
kinds that he could collect in his day, either with money or zealous exer- 
tion. The Willow-leaved Oak is the most conspicuous and forms a very 
handsome conical tree. ^ 

Perhaps we owe as much to the late Mr. M'Mahon, as a horticulturist, 
as to any individual in America. Besides his efforts in collecting and propa- 
gating, we are indebted to him for his excellent book on American gar- 
'dening, which has passed through many editions. 
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^ There ia ft tmall nursery connected with this, in Camac street 

"h- Attacned to this establishment is a Seed Store, in Second below Market 

'^' street, where there is sold an extensive variety of seeds, foreign and native, 

^ ' to the amount of 2,000 kinds; with a varietv of horticultural implements, 

and a collection of botanical and horticultural books. 

MR. DANIEL MAUPA Y'S NURSERY & FLOWER GARDEN. 

This garden ia situated about 4 miles out, on the Germantown turnpike. 
It was purchased and established by Mr. Maupaj about 9 years af^, 
and contains T acres. The form of the ground is favorable for the dis- 
play of the proprietor's taste; a great &ai of wMch he has shown in 
bringing it to its present state. 

In the flower garden may be seen herbaceous and annual plants in vast 

V. ^ yariety; among these his tulip beds stand conspicuous. The rose tree is 

\^i *' trained, according to a method practised in France, and which may be 

advantageously copied in all our gs^ens. In the Rosery are to be seen some 

bushes elevated from 2 to 10 feet on a single stem. This Rosery contains 

4X) very distinct kinds, besides many varieties. We observed some ver3r strong 

plants of the scarlet Hibiscus (Hibiscus speciosus) that stand the winter; a 

fine show c^ Dahlias, some of which are of the very best kind; a row of the 

Lathyrus odoratus, literally covered with its many coloured and fragrant 

* flowers — ^It is a native of Sicily, and very ornamental; a new species of the 

1 native Gonolobus, a fine climber with very large foliage. Many flower 

seeds are produced here annually for sale. 

f IV Those who admire miniature flower gardens, will find one here, laid out 

~tc , by Uie hand of a Juvenile artist. 

The stock of trees in the nursery is young and healthy, of great vari- 
ety and gotid quality. Besides our own, are many imported from France. 
Tney are all methcxiically planted, so as to grow up in regular progression, 
and this we consider highly essential in all nurseries that have any preten- 
sion to uniformity or order. Salads and all kinds of vegetables are well 
cultivated, and a fine bed of the Cynara scolymus, or Garden Artichoke, 
as well as one of the Tetragonia expansa, or New Zealand spinage, which, 
is conadered by some preferable to the common spinage. At any rate, it 
is more proline, and can be obtained all the summer season, bearing its 
tender leaves along a procumbent stem. Mr. Maupay has got a new kind 
of onion, called **]pound onion;" and it well deserves the name. We admir- 
ed it very much, being lar|;e and well shaped. It is believed that it will keep 
well; if so, it must be considered as a valuable acquisition. 

-^ The Glass consists of a pit and framing for early flowers and vegetables, 

'* and a few green house plants. 

, 5c\ These grounds, undoubtedly under good management, are, by their dean- 

f ,^" liness and order, very creditable to the proprietor. 

^7 MR. BUTLER'S COUNTRY RESIDENCE. 

This beautiful place is 6 miles from town, on the Old York road. On 
" viewing this seat, our attention was immediately drawn to the handsome 

hedges of Hornbeam and Pinus Canadensis. We were delighted with the lat- 
ter, never having seen it before: its fine green foliage contrasts very 
/ sweetly with the delicate appearance of the tender shoots. These hedges 

are tnmmed periodically and kept in excellent order. The refreshing 
shade of the numerous walks, all swept as clean as a parlour floor, add to 
the charms of this place. Many of these walks are tastefully ornamented 
^ with Orange, Lemon, Shaddock, Neriums, and other exotics; among wbicH 

, we observed a Myrtle 10 years old, and raised from seed. It has large ovate 

^.^ fioliagje, similar to the Eugenia uniflora. This Myrtle is higMy ornamental* 

r^VV and richly deserving of cultivation. Here is likewise a lemon of the S«di&t 
Helena variety, raised from seed. The fruit grows large, of a high cdour. 
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and much waited. The green house is 45 feet long. The framing ample 
for earl]|r vegetables and flowers. 

Nothmg on these g^nnds pleased us more than the perfect order of the 
Kitchen garden. It contains about two acres, and is indeed,, a picture of 
* culinary horticulture. There are 4 walks in the length and 9 in the 
breadth; all intersecting; at right angles, and making 24 divisions, besides 
borders; and these diyisiona are cropt with vegetables in the finest order: 
each division having its own crop, (not intermixed as we see in most gar- 
dens) which is through every sta^e attended with the utmost regularity. 
The walks gravelled and ed?ed with boxwood neatly clipped; *and all ex- 
hibitinj^ a lovely specimen of the art. 

A hfuf acre of other ground is devoted to flowers and decorative shrubs. 
On the whole we can safely assert that there is not a finer kept, or better 
regulated kitchen garden on this continent Indeed it will bear a compar- 
ison with European gardens of the highest cultivation, according to its 
size: and what is exceedingly gratifying, is, that the gardener is a native 
American, and has superintended the place 14 years; which ^ows at 
once capacity and constancy. 

We are glad to see those bom among us, begin to relish the minute and 
orderly labour of the garden and pleasure grounds. Heretofore the plough 
with them has been preferred to the spade, and emigrants alone have adopt- 
ed amongst us the slow and patient toil of horticulture. 

THE COUNTRY SEAT OF MR. L. CLAPIER. 

The house stands on rising ground, near Germantown, and commands a 
delightful prospect, which extends beyond the city, embracing of course, in 
this fine view, the whole of Philadelphia and its suburbs, the whole of their 
thirty thousand dwelling houses^ all fresh and in excellent repair, and in- 
habited by one hundred and seventy thousand people ! The country, in 
other directions, wears a smiling aspect, corresponding in beauty with that 
of the city. The garden, green house and collection of plants rank in the 
first class. The proprietor is distinguished for his generous encouragement 
of horticulture, importing at greatcost, rare plants, the best kind of fruits 
and culinary vegetables. Among his scarce plants ma^r be seen Laurus, 
Oleas, Neriums of several varieties from China; Jasminums, Hallerias, 
Punicas, among which is the pleno alba; some fine Camellias, mostly im- 
ported from Canton. The glass consists of a green house 90 feet long, two 
pits 60 feet, besides framing for early Cauliflowers, 6cc. This place excels 
the neighbourhood in the production of the blooming Ranunculus. The^ 
appear to agree with an elevated situation in this climate. The root is 
subject to injury from a small white worm. The Tea Rose flourishes in a su- 
perior manner here. Cultivated in frames, it grows as large as anv other 
Kosebush in the garden. We saw some covered with flowers, the odo- 
riferous perfume of which is very delightful. Mr. Clapier possesses, 
perhaps, the greatest variety of Pear trees of any private gentleman here- 
abouts (except Mr. Girard), many of which he has imported from France. 

It is almost useless to say that the garden and grounds are in complete 
order, and stocked with every kind of vegetable and shrub. Every one 
who knows the proprietor and reputation of the place, will take that for 
•granted. 

Tropical fruits and flowering trees surround the Mansion, and display 
the richness and variety of Flora to the best advantage. 

COUNTRY SEAT OF -MR. G. PEPPER. 

This lovely spot, long known before Mr. Pepper owned it, by the name 
of " Fairy Hnl," is about five mUes from town. The mansion, very much im- 
proved by fhe present proprietor, is perhaps the handsomest country seat that 
we have visited. The coach way is nnely graduated, and kept, as well as the 
rest of the place, in-excellent order. All the walks have been laid out with 
:great beauty and judgment, especially those on the bank of the Schuylkill. 
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The occa^onal openings of the water are contrived with art, and nerer taul 
to please; for who can err in a design, that leads in any direction to the 
shores of that picturesque river! 

There is a White Pine on this place (Pinus Strobus) 100 feet high and 4i 
diameter. The kitchen garden is well inclosed, subdivided, and under the 
care of an experienced gardener. Artichokes, that are not very generally- 
cultivated in our gardens, are abundant here. Here is a pit 60 teet by 7» 
I besides suitable framing. Mr. Pepper's fine collection of plants is kept in 

' his city eutlen, and has already been described. To this gentleman the 

' -[ . Society is greatly indebted; devoting as he does much of his time to its 
concerns, and combining in lus town and country residences, so many ob- 
jects worthy df its attention and admiradon> we cannot withhold from 
him this tribute of praise and thanks. 

MR. GEORGE BLIGHT'S COUNTRY RESIDENCE. 

i This gentleman's seat is about five miles from town, and not far from Ger- 

:| mantown. The view is little inferior to that already noticed of Mr. Cla- 

^ pier's. The kitchen garden is in good order, and contains 1| acres. In it 

IS a fine bed of Crambe maritima, or Sea KaiL We observed a large plant 

J of Cycas revoluta, or Sago Palm, that has been kept in the cellar in winter, 

r and looked as healthy as if it had been sheltered in a green house; being 

t free from the scaly insect that so often preys upon it A noble old Chestnut 

^ stands on the avenue, that measures 24 feet in circumference. 

^ EAGLE, OR EGELSFIELD. 

It The CouNTaT Residencx of Mr. J. J. Borie. 

This is one of the most celebrated views on the Schuylkill, about one 
mile from Fair Mount, on the west bank of the river. Tne house is very 
well built, and is surrounded by forest trees of a lar^e growth, and a well 
arranged shrubbery. The lawn is extensive, and divided from the house 
by a handsome chain-fence, supp|orted by posts paiated green and very 
neatly turned. We notice this triple chamed barrier, so light and beau- 
tifiil, because we were informed that its price is as cheap as wood; to which » 
its graceful curve, and light appearance, render it every way superior. 
The kitchen garden,of 1} acres, is in excellent order,and well managed by a 
good and competent gardener. 

The fine stretches of water scenery, for a long distance up and down the 
river, exhibit on every side a picture of rural beauty, adorned with rocks, 
bridges, towers, villas, fields, and woods, which have long distingubhed 
it as one of the finest views of our country. 

THE PENNSYLVANU HOSPITAL. 

The garden of this useful and well known institution, has been much im- 
proved this season. It contains about three acres, and is handsomely laid 
^own in grass, intersected with excellent gravel walks, and suitably planted 
with trees, shrubs, and herbaceous productions; all admirably well calcu- 
lated to give comfort and recreation to the unhappy inmates of the house. 

The green house is 44 feet long and — wide, and contains a good collec- 
tion of Orange, Lemon, Shaddock, Citron, and Ber^amot trees, in fine 
i)earing; and many other plants, both native and exotic, all kept for Uic 
benevolent purpose of giving pleasure to the sick« 

The buildings, purposes, discipline, and superior management 'of this 
charitable establishment, have been too well described by others, for us to 
'Say any thing in relation to them, even were it within the duties prescribed 
to us; but as that is not the case, we may be excused for stopping; here. 

DR. BETTON, OF GERMANTOWN. 

This gentleman's collection of green house plants contsuns some fine spe- 
cimens. We observed a plant of ^Tandina domestica in fiill flower — it is the 
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largest that we have seen. Here is likewise a plant of Andropogon schoe- 
nanthus, which the Doctor says makes a very delicious tea; an uncommonly 
large plant of Lagerstrxmia Indica, that stands the open air; some very fine 
Chma Orange trees, and several other valuable plants. The green house is 
40 feet; a pit 36 feet, besides framing. 

The kitchen garden contains one acre, which is judiciously cropt, and 
well stocked with fruit trees; among the latter is a very rich cream colour- 
ed plum, streaked on the part exDosed to the sun, and transparent — ^it is 
8£ud to be a seedling, and ox a rich navour. A Pear orchard oLconsidera- 
ble extent isjust beginning to bear, and contains 150 varieties. It bids fair to 
rival some of the old orchards noticed in this report 

MR. PIERPOINT, IN FILBERT STREET, 

Between Tenth and Eleventh. 

Mr. PierpcMnt has a small garden, laid out for bulbous roots; and a neat 
men house 21 feet long, containing some excellent plants. Amongst the 
miticose, are large specimens of Viburnum lucidum, Melaleuca armila- 
ris. Magnolia fuscata and conspicua. Acacia armata, Jasminum odoratis- 
^mum, Olea fragrans, and a splendid double white and single red Camellia, 
besides several other varieties. Here is likewise a selection of fine suc- 
culent plants. The Aloe variegata. Cactus fla^^elliformis, are the best 
we have seen; and as a parasite, a beautiful species of Epidendrum, com- 
monly called the air plant Mr. Pierpoint's collection is a very creditable 
testimony of his zeal, taste, and talent, as an amateur botanist 

MR. STEPHEN GIRARD. 

This gentleman's country residence is situated on the neck, and is well en- 
closed with board fencing.— There are twenty acres divided off as a pear or- 
chard, affording the rare exhibition of universal health among the trees. 
The varieties are numerous, containing the finest American sorts (and 
amongst these, the original Seckel f^ear trect from which has been propa- 
gated the most luscious pear in existence,) with many valuable ones im- 
ported from France; which makes his collection, we believe second to 
none in the country. 

Mr. G. pays much attention to the method of pruning young fruit trees, and 
laying them off in gardener like manner, a practice well woithy of imita- 
tion. Deformity is thus avoided, and by a little timely attention in putting 
young trees in order, the eye is not offended by ungraceful growths. 

Mr. G. is very particular in covering with turpentine and bandages, 
all large wounds made in pruning. This heals the wound rapidly, and keeps 
out the wet By which means an early decay is prevented. The great 
usefulness of this mode of dressing, is fully illustrated by the health v and 
vigorous state of Mr. G's. trees. He considers turpentine preferable to 
any other ingredient, and this he proves by the following example. 
When he purchased the estate, a pear tree was on it three quarters de- 
cayed, and almost dead. A great deal of the rotten matter was cut out 

I and turpentine applied and bandaged up. The tree recovered, and is now 

* almost covered with sound wood. 

i The garden contains one and an half acres, in fine crop with vegetables. 

" We think Mr. G. was the first person to introduce the Artichoke 






among us. — His grape vines are various and numerous, and are planted 
\ along trellises. A small green house 25 feet, is well stocked with Lem- 

i ons, manderine oranges and many other kinds of fruit; all large and beauti- 

fiil. Here is a variety of Citrus, and a curious plav of nature in some fruit 
that has the appearance of a half closed hand. The tree which bears this 

J singularly shaped fruit is said tabe unique: nothing of the kind existing else- 

where in the United States. 
cf{ We observed some very fine double Arabian Jasminums— Jasminum 

^^ Sambac pleno, and many other valuable Exotics* There b a Laurus nobi- 
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lis, planted in the ground, eleven feet high and 5 diameter, stands the win- 
ter, and makes a fine evergreen, A species of Yucca was in full flower, 
having nearly 300 florets upon it. A . Marseilles fig, 20 feet high, and load- 
ed with fruit stands in this garden — ^its top spreads out to 15 feet diameter. 

PUBLIC SQUARES. 

We should be very deficient in our report, did we omit some observa- 
tions on our public squares, so creditable to the city, and to those individuals 
under whose dinKtion they were laid out. 

Washingtok Square is the principal one, which we will briefly describe. 
It is situated south of Walnut ana above Sixth streets, in the south- 
eastern part of the dty, and contains eight acres — all scientifically mter- 
sected with very handsome and spacious walks. The figure of the whole is 
. as follows: four diagonal walks, thirty feet wide, leading to a circular plot 

\f in the centre of one hundred and twenty feet diameter; around this is a 

walk forty feet wide; and another circular walk twentv feet wide, extends 
to within twenty-five feet of the side of the square; where this walk inter- 

; sects the diagonal, are circular plots thirty-five feet in diameter. 

i Thus forming a hand8ome,recreative, and interesting promenade, amongst 

I fifty varieties oi trees, seven of which are European, and fi>rty-three na- 

tive; a large proportion of the latter are from distant parts of the Union. 
Many of the jfeer§ are very handsome trees; as also several varieties of 

li Prunug; two of these were introduced by Lewis and Clark from the 

fv Rocky Mountains, the one is conspicuous for its foliage and fruit, the other, 

called sw^ff/ scented Cherry, has very large racemose spikes of fragrant 

i1f flowers, and is much admired for its beauty; the majestic AilanthtiB, with 

several varieties of Pbiea and C^rf«fl— all of the first and second class of 
trees, and admired for their foliage, flowers, and shade. Hence instructicn, 
with respect to our own productions, is placed before the public, and at 
the same time it is ascertauied what trees are best adapted to our imme- 
diate climate; salubrity is difiiised throughout the neighbourhood, and to 

, . . the city f^enerally; and recreation afforded to the assiduous citizen, where 

i he may view four hundred trees in the midst of a populous and busy city. 

y These trees are in a very healthy and thriving conditi(Hi^ and neatly train- 

k ed by Mr. Andrew Oelespie, who is a judicious Arborist, and who laid put 

f > the ground about thirteen years ago, according^ to a plan furnished by the 

late Mr. George Bridport, and under the supenntenoence of the Cocmdls 

}( has had the management of it ever since. The whole is beautifully kept» 

and well illuminated at night with reflecting lamps till ten o'clock— 4J1 
showing the correct and liberal spirit of our city. 

Franklin Square is situated above Race and Sixth streets, in the !N.£. 

Sart of the city, corresponding with Washington Square. It is very mac& 
iversified with various formed plots, all interspersed with fine gravdwalks, 
and was laid out about six years ago. The trees are growing remarkably 
well, affording already a considerable shade. There are more of the ever- 
, {;reen kinds here, than in the above mentioned square, and they are grow- 
mg surprisingly. 

The picturesGue appearance of this square is attractive, and in a fiew 
years will afford a desirable retreat ft is almost superfluous to saj, 
that the whole is kept in excellent order. 

The State-house stands in Independence Square, and occupies afaoat 
one-fourth of it; the remainder is laid in grass, with walks shaded by ma- 
jestic trees — all kept in good condition. 
. Penn, or Centre Square, as the name imports, is situated in the 

f^ centre of the city; consequently. Broad and High streets cross it at right 

angles, thereby dividing it into four parts, which were all leveled and 

k. partially planted this year, but not laid off! Broad street, where it erdsses 
Uie square, has two rows of trees on each side; which is certainly the 
handsomest arrangement that man could devise, in the midst of sach a vast 
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cityas Philadelphia promises soon to be; and if these two rows of trees are 
continued north ana south to the extent of its bounds, will form a prom- 
enade not to be surpassed; and ages to come will speak in exultation of tibc 
work. 

It is earnestly, hoped that the same liberal spirit with a diversified plan 
will be pursued in laying out the Western Squares, and that the collection 
of all nadve and exotic trees, that will bear our climate, may be completed. 



Our visits ended here, and your committee will conclude this report with 
a few brief remarks on the subjects referred to them. 

The first gj^rden established in our vicinity was Mr. Baitram's. It was 
laid out for Botanical purposes, about 110 years ago. For half a century 
it stood without a competitor. The country was too recently settledto 
afford encouragement to many fruit nurseries, or the exercise of science 
in similar pursuits. This one, however, was kept up by the zeal and skill 
of its founder. About sixty years after, another nursery was commenced 
of arbori-culture, that has continued to this day with suitable encourage- 
ment, and now embraces every branch of the art, both foreign and do- 
mestic, including in the importations the most esteemed flowers, fruits and 
seeds. 

Within these last twenty years, establishments of a Botanical and Horti- 
cultural character have greatly multiplied, and with them books on 
American Gardening, all tending to a general improvement, and are libe- 
rally supported by a steady demand. — Gentlemen have caused to be 
brought from abroad, likewise, the most esteemed fruits and vegetables, and 
we are happy to say that the climate of the United States, is eminently fa- 
vourable to the growth of all European and most of the Asiatic fruits. 
To be sure the Curculio and many other enemies, offer serious obstacles to 
their complete and perfect cultivation, but with appropriate zeal and skill, 
these insect foes may be vanquished. 

Floriculture has made immense progress within tea years, and is now 
pursued with an avidity that astonishes even the European practical vis- 
itors. — Our gardens at the present day, are decorated with ranties that mo- 
ney could not purchase a few years ago. 

Every thine in this lovely department of nature, as well as in those of 
substantial Horticultural usefulness, appear to grow with our growth, and 
keep pace with the increase of riches, by a commensurate display of 
good taste and patronage. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Thomas H1BBERT9 
^. '. Samuel Brece, 

Edward Coleman, 
John M*Arann, 
George Pepper, 
Moses Brown. 
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